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ALBANY SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: Last Friday I had the opportunity to go to the Albany Sportsperson 
of the Year awards. Albany Surf Life Saving Club member Rob Slattery was named 2014 Albany Sportsperson 
of the Year. Rob won three gold medals at the world championships in Montpellier, France, which he described 
as the highlight of his time in the sport. He also won a swag of gold medals at state and national championships 
and was named Veteran Sportsperson of the Year. 

Albany Lever Action Rifle Club member Steve Hurley won the Senior Sportsperson of the Year award for 
a record sixth time in what he described as his best year in the sport. He won the Australian open lever action 
two gun and three gun grand championships and was named the 2014 WA Senior Shooter of the Year, which is 
the pinnacle award across every sporting shooting association in the state. 

Albany Speedway Club member Blake Watson was named Junior Sportsperson of the Year after a stellar year 
that saw him compete at the Australasian Junior Sedan Titles, winning the Junior Sedan Racing Association 
Country Super Series, and was ranked second in Australia for most feature race wins. 

The Albany Sportsperson of the Year with a Disability was yachtsman Robert Cridge. After representing 
Australia at the International Federation of Disabled Sailing world titles in the sonar three-man yacht category, 
Robert and his team are determined to get to the 2016 Paralympics after learning that sailing will be dropped 
from the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. They aim to do this by winning the IFDS world titles in Melbourne this 
December. 
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